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Period for Reply 
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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE . 



MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 



WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



Status 



1)^T Responsive to communication^) filed on 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3~ Claim(s) * is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/gre gUgweg.^.- 2^6 ) 3 \~ 3 *A L\o - S 2 

6) H Claim(s) _^^^/are^ec^cL ^ <Xys J i 
_ \slhe obj^ctedto? " 



7) Et Claim(s) 

8) D Claim(s) 
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are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Claims 1-6, 17, 18, 20, 21 , 23-27, 33, 34 and 40-52 are rejected under 35 USC 102 
(b) as being anticipated by the patent to Fisch et al. (USP 5,372,987). 

Claims 1-6, 17, 20, 21, 23-27, 33, 34 and 40-52 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (b) 
as being anticipated by the patent to Watanabe et al. (EP 0 587 148). 

Claims 1-9, 17-21, 23-28, 31-34 and 40-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over the patent to Fisch et al. 

Claims 1-6, 17, 20, 21, 23-28, 31-34 and 40-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over the patent to Watanabe et al. 

Both of these patents teach multi-layer thermal imaging receptors comprising a 
support, a heat sensitive releasable transfer layer, an interfacial bonding layer and an 
image receiving layer. The "polyvinyl resins" in the releasable layer of Fisch et al. are 
clearly suggestive of the claimed polyvinyl butyral in the claimed releasable layer. The 
experimental modification of this prior art in order to ascertain optimum operating 
conditions (e.g., determine compositional proportions) fails to render applicant's claims 
patentable in the absence of unexpected results. 

It is noted that the rejections over Fisch et al. can be overcome by the recitation of 
the limitation that the interfacial bonding layer does not function as a dye barrier layer 
(see paragraph [0047] in the specification). 

Claims 10-16, 22, 29, 30 and 35-39 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
The pertinent portions of the references are: 
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Fisch et al. (see column 7, lines 55-66 ; column 8, lines 3, 9-11, 24, 42 and 48- 
51; and column 9, lines 15-18). 

Watanabe et al. (see page 6, lines 57 and 58 and page 8, lines 25 and 26). 
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